
MechoNews Issue  7

 

T: +1 (718) 729-2020, F: +1 (718) 729-2941
info@mechoshade.com 
MechoShadeSystems.com

W10017.0210

U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) 
Headquarters

The USGBC developed the LEED® (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building 
Rating System™. The organization is the  
preeminent international sustainable-building  
association.
Its headquarters in Washington, D.C.:
• became the first LEED® Platinum building of
	 LEED® 3.0.
• has set the standard of sustainable design.
• showcases today’s most sustainable building 
	 products and energy-efficient systems.

MechoShade Systems’ contribution

• SolarTrac®, the elite WindowManagement®  
	 system, automatically adjusts the roller shades 
	 in the headquarters’ windows to control the  
	 daylighting. It minimizes the need for artificial  
	 lighting and reduces energy costs.
• EcoVeil® Shadecloth, a component of the  
	 SolarTrac® system, provides protection for the 
	 employees from excess glare while providing  
	 a view to the outside.

Shades of sustainability

WindowManagement®
solutions
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MechoShade Systems LEED® documents

Achieving Building Certification

LEED® cut sheets are available, which focus on:
• new construction, core and shell, schools
• commercial interiors

The documents help architects, designers, and 
LEED® Accredited Professionals reach their 
building-certification goals.

Click here for PDFs of the documents. 

For hard copies, send an e-mail  
clearly stating your request to  
samples@mechoshade.com

U.S Green Building Council Headquaters, Washington, D.C, 
WDG Architecture, Photo: Larry Olsen
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Sustainable Sites

Light Pollution  

Reduction  

For Interior Lighting 

Credit 8, Option 2

1
All exterior openings, such as windows, must have shielding that can be 

automatically controlled and programmed to close from 11:00 p.m. to 5:00 

a.m. Shielding options include automatic shades that have less than 10% 

transmittance. Both interior-lighting control and exterior-lighting control must 

be satisfied to meet this credit. 

Energy and Atmosphere

Optimize Energy  

Performance

Credit 1

NC and 

Schools: 1-19

CS: 3-21

Automatically controlled interior-shading devices can be modeled for credit in 

the proposed design per ASHRAE Standard 90.1, Appendix G. The SolarTrac® 

and SunDialer® systems are designed to automatically adjust the position of 

the shades incrementally on the window according to the sun’s location, BTU 

load on the glass, building orientation, and the real-time microclimatic sky 

conditions. These systems can be modeled for credit for their contributions to 

the optimization of energy performance against a baseline-building model.

Materials and Resources

Recycled Content 

Credit 4

10% = 1

20% = 2

MechoShade Systems uses components with pre-consumer and post-

consumer recycled content. For project-specific recycled content, contact 

your local MechoShade Systems’ representative.

Indoor Environmental Quality

Daylight and Views — 

Daylight 

Credit 8.1

NC and CS: 

75% = 1

Schools:

75% = 1

90% = 2

Exemplary  

Performance

NC and CS:

95% = 1

Schools:

90%/95% = 1

Provide the building occupants with a connection between indoor spaces 

and the outdoors through the introduction of daylight into the regularly 

occupied areas of the building (schools = classroom spaces). Daylighting 

design involves a careful balance of heat gain and loss, glare control, and 

contrast ratios for visual quality. Shading devices, for both side-lighting and 

top-lighting, are a strategy for this credit.

NC and CS credits may be eligible for exemplary performance under the  

Innovation in Design section, if the project achieves daylighting in 95% 

of regularly occupied areas. Schools may be eligible for exemplary per-

formance under the Innovation in Design section, if the project achieves 

daylighting for 90% of all classrooms, and 95% daylighting in all regularly 

occupied non-classroom spaces.

Daylight and Views— 

Views
Credit 8.2

1
Provide building occupants a connection between indoor spaces and 

the outdoors through the introduction of daylight into the regularly 

occupied areas of the building. Achieve a direct line of sight to the outdoor 

environment via vision glazing, between 30 in. and 90 in. above the finished 

floor, for building occupants in 90% of all regularly occupied areas.

Innovation in Design

Cradle to Cradle  

(C2C)
Credit 1.1

1
To qualify for an Innovation in Design credit, the percentage of Cradle to 

Cradle (C2C) CertifiedCM materials must be at least 2.5% of the total cost of 

the building materials. MechoShade Systems is the only shade manufacturer 

currently offering a C2C CertifiedCM shadecloth. The manual Mecho®/5 shade 

system with EcoVeil® shadecloth has been C2C CertifiedCM Silver by MBDC.

Contact your local MechoShade Systems’ representative 

for more information about the SolarTrac® and SunDialer® 

systems. They are proprietary software-based control 

systems designed to optimize energy performance while 

maintaining comfort and view. ThermoVeil®, EuroTwill®, 

EuroVeil®, EcoVeil®, EcoVeil® Naturals, and Faux Naturals 

shadecloths are GREENGUARD® certified.

LEED® v3 New Construction, Core and Shell, Schools

Credit references Points
Description of LEED® contributionsCredit references Points

Description of LEED® contributions

LEED® v3 Commercial Interiors
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Energy and AtmosphereOptimize Energy  Performance— Lighting PowerCredit 1

1-5
Reduce connected lighting-power density below ASHRAE Standard 

90.1 using either the space-by-space method or by applying the whole-

building lighting-power allowance to the entire tenant space. Lighting 

controls are not limited to on/off modes; continuous dimming can 

be implemented based on actual daylight levels. The SolarTrac® and 

SunDialer® systems, designed to automatically adjust the position of the 

shades incrementally on the window according to the sun’s location, BTU 

load on the glass, building orientation, and microclimatic sky conditions, 

can contribute to the design by optimizing the energy performance 

through the use of daylighting.Materials and ResourcesRecycled ContentCredit 4 10% = 1
20% = 2

MechoShade Systems uses components with pre-consumer and post-

consumer recycled content. For project-specific recycled content, contact 

your local MechoShade Systems’ representative.

Regional Materials Credit 5
Option 1

1
Use a minimum of 20% of the combined value of construction and Division 

12 materials, which have been manufactured regionally within a radius of 500 

miles. MechoShade Systems has plants in Phoenix, Ariz. and Edison, N.J.

Indoor Environmental QualityDaylight and Views — Daylight 
Credit 8.1

75% = 1
90% = 2

Provide building occupants with a connection between indoor spaces 

and the outdoors through the introduction of daylight into the regularly 

occupied areas of the building (schools = classroom spaces). Daylighting 

design involves a careful balance of heat gain and loss, glare control, and 

contrast ratios for visual quality. Shading devices, for both side-lighting 

and top-lighting, are a strategy for this credit.

Daylight and Views— Views
Views for Seated Spaces 
Credit 8.2

1
Provide building occupants with a connection between indoor spaces 

and the outdoors through the introduction of daylight into the regularly 

occupied areas of the building. Achieve a direct line of sight to the outdoor 

environment via vision glazing, between 30 in. and 90 in. above the finished 

floor, for building occupants in 90% of all regularly occupied areas.

Innovation in DesignCradle to Cradle  (C2C) 
Credit 1.1

1
To qualify for an Innovation in Design credit, the percentage of Cradle 

to Cradle (C2C) CertifiedCM materials must be at least 2.5% of the total 

cost of the building materials. MechoShade Systems is the only shade 

manufacturer currently offering a C2C CertifiedCM shadecloth. The manual 

Mecho®/5 shade system with EcoVeil® shadecloth has been C2C CertifiedCM 

silver by MBDC.
Contact your local MechoShade Systems’ representative 

for more information about the SolarTrac® and SunDialer® 

systems. They are proprietary software-based control 

systems designed to optimize energy performance while 

maintaining comfort and view. ThermoVeil®, EuroTwill®, 

EuroVeil®, EcoVeil®, EcoVeil® Naturals, and Faux Naturals 

shadecloths are GREENGUARD® certified.

http://www.mechoshade.com/mechonewsarchive/pdfs/LEED_pages.pdf

